Children Learning Spellings
	Good spelling is a fundamental part of a child's literacy development. 

Spelling Tests
Research has proven that spelling tests do not improve a child’s spelling. Therefore, we do not send home lists of words to be learnt for a test, but do work in class on the exploration of spelling rules. We also focus on the correct spelling of common words within all children’s writing. Your child’s teacher will send home a list of common words which should be learnt and used consistently within their writing. These lists can also be found on the website.
Identifying their own mis-spelt words
We encourage our students to identify mis-spelt words in their own writing, keep individual lists (e.g. spelling logs) and learn to spell them. 

How to learn spellings
We suggest that children learn spellings using the 'Look, Cover, Write, Check' Method. This encourages your child to 'see' and 'hear' the word, and to see for themselves if they spelt it right. 

· Look at a spelling word. 

· Cover the spelling word. 

· Visualise the covered word in the mind. 

· Write the word from memory. 

· Check what has been written with the uncovered word. 

During their Literacy lessons, children are given the opportunity to look for patterns in the spelling of words and to invent rules and saying to help them improve their work.

Other ways to learn spellings 
· Find words within the word (there's a 'hen' in 'when'!) 

· Break the word up into smaller parts or syllables and clap it out (Wed + nes + day = Wednesday) 

· Draw the shape of the word

· Break the word up into sounds (th-a-nk) 

· Sound out and spell the word using phonemes e.g. b-ea-ch

· Make up a silly sentence (mnemonic) using the letters (big elephants can always understand small elephants spells 'because') 

· Say the word as it is written (like 'k-night') 

· Practise writing it using joins

· Find a word that rhymes with it: is the spelling the same? 

Each class have ‘strategies mats’ to encourage them to choose the correct strategy to use for each word.
Spelling rules 
Help your child to learn spelling rules. There will always be exceptions, but they work most of the time.

A comprehensive lists of all rules can be found on the website. 

Marking

In line with our new ‘Margin Marking’ policy for English, teachers mark children’s spelling in two ways. Some words are identified as misspelt and written at the end of the piece of work for the child to copy 3 times – no more than 3 words will be chosen. Other words will be identified by using ‘sp’ in the margin. The child will then correct these words where they are, taking ownership of finding the correct spelling. 
Children are all at different stages of spelling development and make progress at different rates. Class teachers know the children well and aim to challenge every child at their own level. 
For visual learners, reading often helps to develop sight vocabulary.
Spelling Bee

In order to raise the profile of spelling in school, we plan to hold inter-Family Group Spelling Bees in a fun, non-threatening environment for the children. Details to follow.


