
Geography 
 

Our pupils are responsible global citizens, who have a solid understanding of places, and appreciate and respect the diverse cultures and traditions of our 
world. They understand the role they play in protecting the Earth and its resources. Pupils are taught about the physical features of the Earth and about 

human activity, including populations, politics and economics. They can compare and contrast world locations and competently use mapping skills. Whenever 

possible, pupils take part in fieldwork. Pupils use their geographical skills to become active and effective members of their local and world community. Lower 
KS2 is delivered on a 2-year rotation which supports mixed classes.  

 

 
 

Progression  
 

Geography Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Locational Knowledge Building on KS1 knowledge of the UK, children begin to explore more of 
the world, understand how the world has zones and the significance of 
those zones. Locating places and features accurately on maps also 
becomes a focus. 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the 
local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and 
South America. 

Children can develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places – both terrestrial and marine. 

Children develop their understanding, recognising and identifying key 
physical and human geographical features. 

Children can: 

● locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South 
America, concentrating on environmental regions and key physical 
and human characteristics; 

● name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying human and physical characteristics including hills, 
mountains, rivers and seas, and how a place has changed; 

● identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: county, country, town, coast, physical features, 
human features, mountain, hill, river, sea, climate, tropics, tropical, 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle. 

Children begin to explore Eastern Europe and South America using maps 
to find these locations. Children use their knowledge of longitude, latitude, 
coordinates and indexes to locate places. Compared to Lower KS2, 
children focus more on finding locations outside of the UK. 

 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the 
local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South 
America. They will begin to explore the concept of tourism and its 
impact. Children can develop contextual knowledge of the location of 
globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine. 

Children develop their understanding of recognising and identifying key 
physical and human geographical features of the world; how these are 
interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change 
over time. 

Children can: 

● use maps to locate the world’s countries with a focus on Eastern 
Europe and South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities; 

● name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying their physical features, including mountains, and 
rivers, and land-use patterns; showing change over time; 

● identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and use 
longitude and latitude to find locations on a map; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, contour, 
altitude, peaks, slopes, continent, country, city, North America, 
South America, border, key. 

 



Place Knowledge Children develop vocabulary relating to physical and human 
geographical features from KS1. They begin to develop the skills of 
comparing regions, by focusing on specific features. Children focus on 
comparing regions of the UK in depth and start to look at an area 
outside of the UK. 
 
Children can understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country and a region within North 
or South America. 

Children can: 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom; 

● explore similarities and differences, comparing the human 
geography of a region of the UK and a region of South America; 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom; 

● explore similarities and differences comparing the physical 
geography of a region of the UK and a region of South America; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: Amazon rainforest, Sherwood Forest, Sheffield, city, 
Yorkshire, physical features, human features, landscape, feature, 
population, land use, retail, leisure, housing, business, industrial, 
agricultural. 

Children develop their analytical skills by comparing areas of the UK with 
areas outside of the UK. They will have a deeper knowledge of diverse 
places, people, resources, natural, and human environments. They can 
make links to places outside of the UK and where they live. Children are 
encouraged to conduct independent research, asking and answering 
questions. 

 
Children can understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America. 

Children can: 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region of Eastern Europe and South America; 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region of Eastern Europe and South America; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: latitude, Arctic Circle, physical features, climate, 
human geography, land use, settlement, economy, natural 
resources. 
 

Human and Physical geography Children have a stronger understanding of the difference between 
physical and human geography. They use more precise vocabulary, 
explaining the processes of physical and human geography and their 
significance. They learn more about extreme weather, the processes 
involved in the causes and effects of extreme weather, as well as 
beginning to understand the impact of humans on the earth. 
 
Children locate a range of the world’s most significant human and 
physical features. Explain how physical features have formed, why they 
are significant and how they can change. 
Explain the impact of humans on the earth in terms of land use, 
settlements and their direct connection to physical changes. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

● physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes, volcanoes, 
tornadoes, tsunamis, earthquakes and the water cycle; 

● human geography, including: types of settlement and land use; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: mantle, outer core, inner core, magma, volcano, 
active, dormant, extinct, earthquake, epicentre, shock wave, 
magnitude, tsunami, tornado, climate, tropics, deforestation, 

Children deepen their understanding of the difference between physical 
and human geography. They can explain the terminology of both aspects 
of geography with a range of examples. They spend time exploring human 
geography and the impact humans have on the world. They focus on 
trade links, resources and the distribution of resources around the world. 
Children also learn about the different types of mountains. 
 
Children will locate a range of the world’s most significant human and 
physical features. Explain how physical features have formed, why they are 
significant and how they can change. Children can understand how these 
are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change 
over time. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 
landscapes and environments. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

● physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, mountains and the water cycle; 

● human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water; 



evaporation, water cycle, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
cooling, filter, pollution, settlement, settler, site, need, shelter, food. 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: environmental disaster, settlement, resources, 
services, goods, electricity, supply, generation, renewable, non-
renewable, solar power, wind power, biomass, origin, import, 
export, trade, efficiency, conservation, carbon footprint, peak, 
plateau, fold mountain, fault-block mountain, dome mountain, 
volcanic mountain, plateau mountain, tourism, positive, negative, 
economic, social, environmental. 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork Children begin to develop their map skills. They will be able to identify 
features on a map through the use of symbols and keys. Children begin 
to use fieldwork skills to monitor and explain patterns in human and 
physical features. 
 
Children collect, analyse and communicate a range of data gathered 
through fieldwork that deepens their understanding of geographical 
processes. They interpret a range of sources of geographical information 
including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS). 

Children can: 

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features studied; 

● use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps), to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world; 

● use fieldwork to observe and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using sketch maps, plans 
and digital technologies; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: sketch map, map, aerial view, feature, annotation, 
landmark, distance, key, symbol, land use, urban, rural, population, 
coordinates. 
 

Children build on their map skills by communicating locations through 
grid references and coordinates. They also explain what makes a good 
map symbol and why. Children focus on observing and recording the 
changes of human features over time, for example trade patterns. 
 
Children will become confident in collecting, analysing, and 
communicating a range of data. Children can explain how the Earth’s 
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over 
time. 

● Children can: 

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features; 

● use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world; 

● use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human 
features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies; 

● use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, key, 
symbol, Ordnance Survey, Silva compass, legend, borders, 
fieldwork, measure, observe, record, map, sketch, graph. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Curriculum Content Map 
 

Yr. Autumn Spring Summer 

LK
S2 

Cyc
le a 

 

 Europe  
● countries, including Russia, cities and 

landmarks 
● seas and rivers 
● mountains  

Focus on a European region: Italy/The 
Mediterranean 

 

Vocabulary 
 

Europe         border       settlement           
location      ocean      Italy   Bologna    France     

Germany        
Spain     Russia      Greece 

North Sea     Mediterranean Sea      Black 
Sea     Baltic Sea         

 River Volga      Alps    Mont Blanc     Pyrenees 
 

Rivers and the Water cycle 

● What is a river? River Features 
● create a river, How do rivers 

grow/change?  
● great world rivers 
● water cycle 
● distribution of natural resources: water 

Focus on the journey of the River Wear 
 

Vocabulary 

 

channel     confluence    current    dam    delta   
  deposit  

source    downstream    drainage 
basin     estuary      port 

main channel      meander      mouth     oxbow 
lake     river bed 

      erosion      sediment     silt        stream      ti
dal river 

tributary        upstream        waterfall     reservoir 
water 

cycle    evaporation    condensation     precipitat
ion 

Rivers: 
Trent   Severn   Derwent     Thames   Ouse   Av

on   Mersey 

 

Study of our location 
● Introducing our local area 
● Mapping our community  
● Physical and human features  
● A closer look at our village/town 
● Environmental issues and our local area  

 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Land use      residential       suburb 
Ordnance survey map 

Compare       similar      environment 
Landscape      aerial view 

Region 
County    distance 

Human features   physical features  
 

 
 

 
 
 

LK
S2 

Cyc
le b  

The United Kingdom 

● countries and capitals 
● counties and cities 
● seas, rivers, hills and mountains 
● National Parks 
● UK and use  

Focus on comparing rural and urban areas of 
UK 

 

       
 

Biomes 
6 major biomes:  

● Aquatic 
● Grassland 
● Forest 
● Desert 
● Tundra 
● rainforest 

Focus on Exploring Shackleton’s  
Antarctica 

 

Mapwork 

● 4 figure grid 
● use a compass 
● OS map local area 
● Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circles 
● Digimap directions 
● Atlas physical and political maps 

 

 
 



Vocabulary 
United 

Kingdom      continent       country      county    c
apital 

city      city    town      village          urban      sub
urban       rural     boundary     atlas      map       

physical features        human features 

region         location      ocean    sea       mounta
in       hill 

England      Scotland       Wales      Northern 
Ireland      

 London      Edinburgh      Cardiff      Belfast 
Mountain Ranges: The Lake District   The 

Pennines    Cairngorms    
Grampian   Snowdonia   Sperrin    National 

Park   landmark 

Vocabulary  
 

climate   biomes 

Vegetation zones 

aquatic grassland forest desert tundra rainforest 
polar     Antarctica 

Vocabulary 

 

4 figure grid reference        grid lines         grid 
square      

coordinates           map         eastings           nort
hings             

 location      horizontal         vertical       Ordnanc
e Survey 

 Tropic of Cancer       Tropic of 
Capricorn     digital mapping   

Arctic Circle    Antarctic Circle    

5 North and South America 

● countries and capitals 
● seas and rivers 
● mountains and volcanoes 

Focus on Brazil and Amazon basin 

Migration: push and pull factors 

 

Vocabulary 

                         
United States of 

America    Brazil    Brasilia     indigenous 

Amazon       Andes       Angel 
Falls       Aconcagua      Pampas 

     Lake Titicaca       Mississippi River        
Mt McKinley        

      Yellowstone       The Grand 
Canyon       Death 

Valley              deforestation      urbanisation           

migration     
Push factor     pull factor 

 

 

Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

● location 
● formation 

Focus on Mount Everest 
 

Vocabulary 
 

mantle outer core   inner 
core   magma   volcano   volcanic   active   dor
mant           vent        earth’s crust      tectonic 

plate      lava 

extinct   earthquake    epicentre   shock 
wave   magnitude   tsunami  

syncline      anticline       mountain 
range        ridge    

fold mountain     fault-block mountain   dome 
mountain     rock strata 

plateau   valley    peak     hibernate  
altitude  glacier      blizzard      snowdrift     treeli

ne     
conifer       avalanche    snowline    moraine    

     meltwater      sea level         crevasse 

hydro-electricity     alpine        erosion           ice 
age     windchill 

 

 

Mapwork 

● compass 16 points 
● compass bearings 
● relief and contours 
● scale 
● atlas symbols 

 

Vocabulary 

 

cardinal points    intercardinal points 

 

north northeast     east northeast    
 

east southeast    south southeast    
 

south southwest   west southwest 
 

north northwest   east northwest 
 

contours         spot height        scale 

 

 

 



6 World 

● climate zones 
● countries and seas 
● mountains, volcanoes and rivers 

Focus on  Australia/Bush fires 

Global Trade 

Distribution of natural resources: energy, food, 
minerals 
 

Vocabulary  
 

       
         climate 

zones      Australia       States      Territories      
natural disaster         bushfire       drought    

 renewable energy         non-renewable 
energy      

solar power            wind power        ocean 
power    

     carbon footprint       global 
trade     import       export 

 

 

 

Coasts 

● features, waves/erosion 
● tides  
● currents 
● human use/pollution 
● tsunamis 

Natural disasters 

Climate change 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 bay      headland      beach     shore      dune      
cave       

cliff       arch     stump     stack       spit       tides 
      estuary        

mudflats       corrosion     erosion     attrition       
abrasion          hydraulic 

action     drift      current     
 longshore 

drift        groyne       landslide            sea 
defences    

 sea level     environmental disaster  

 

Mapwork 

● 6 figure grid references 
● latitude and longitude, Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian 
● human and physical features of local 

area  
● time zones including day and night 

 

Vocabulary 
 

6 figure grid 
references       latitude           longitude 

Prime Meridian         Greenwich Meridian 

time zones 

Eastern Hemisphere       Western Hemisphere 

time zone  land use 

 

 
I need to know: 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

7 continents 
5 oceans 
I live in County Durham 
I live in the North East region 
I live in the United Kingdom 
Countries of the UK 
Capitals of the UK 
Some counties of the UK 
Some major cities of the UK 
Highest mountains of the UK 
UK seas 
Landmarks of the UK 
What rural means 
What urban means 
7 biomes – aquatic, grassland, forest, 

I live in Europe 
Some European countries 
European capitals 
European mountain chains 
European rivers 
European seas 
Some cities in Italy 
Some physical features of Italy 
The Water Cycle 
Feature of the course of a river 
Rivers flow downhill 
The River Wear flows through Durham 
Some rivers of the UK 
Landmarks of County Durham 
Causes of flooding 

North and South American countries 
North and South American capitals 
Push & pull factors for migration to cities 
Landmarks of North and South America 
Features of volcanoes 
Causes of mountains 
Effects of earthquakes 
Location of worldwide highest mountains 
The world’s highest mountain - Everest 
Features of the Amazon 
More UK counties 
More European countries 
16 compass points 
atlas symbols 
How to draw climate graphs 

Central America countries 
African countries 
Causes and effects of bushfires 
About climate change 
Reasons for Global Trade 
Features of coasts 
Effects of Coastal Erosion 
Effects of Ocean Pollution 
About distribution of world resources 
More UK counties 
More world countries 
6 figure grid references 
Latitude and Longitude 
Greenwich/Prime Meridian 
Eastern Hemisphere 



desert, tundra, rainforest 
What National Parks are for 
8 compass points 
Location of the North and South poles 
Location of the Equator 
 

More UK counties 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Cancer 
Northern Hemisphere 
Southern Hemisphere 

What contours are Western Hemisphere 

 


